Maple Leaf Parish
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11
While going through some old materials, I came across a 1992 magazine article titled “Beyond
the year 2000: What to expect in the new millennium.” It was interesting to read predictions made
three decades ago. Some came true, but other events and other changes that have greatly affected
our lives were not foreseen back then.
Think of some major things that have happened since then. 9-11, the elections of presidents,
natural disasters, wars, the covid pandemic, births and deaths, marriages and graduations in our
families, and the prominence of computers and the internet in our lives– are just a few changes that
come to mind.
Many of us think we have our lives pretty well planned out. On our calendars or phones we
have appointments, meetings and other “to-do” items. But sometimes opportunities God sends
come from interruptions to our own plans and routines.
Think of Mary, for example. An angel interrupted her life with the news that she would have a
son, Jesus. This news was both exciting and disturbing to her, but with world-changing consequences.
Another example was Saul, the persecutor of Christians, whose unexpected encounter with
Jesus on the Damascus road led him to a life as St. Paul, the Christian missionary, New Testament
writer and planter of churches.
Jesus told his followers that He would return “at an hour you do not expect” on a day people
are going about their own business. “As the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of
Man be.” (Matthew 24:37)
Often we respond to the interruptions in our lives with frustration, irritation, fear and doubt.
But God may have some purpose for those times when we are “inconvenienced.” Maybe we are being protected from some unseen danger. Or being given a chance to develop more resilience, patience and forgiveness. Or being enabled to grow in our responses to life’s challenges. Or it might be
the start of something even better than we ourselves had planned, something we could not have
foreseen.
God’s surprises in our lives carry opportunities. Where is God’s purpose in your next interruption? What will this new year hold?
Happy New Year,
Pastor Deanna

I do not know what the future holds,
but I know who holds the future.
January 2022 Newsletter

Pastor Mark
507-346-2830
507-271-6761

mark.woodward.ponderosa@gmail.com

Coffee Hours have resumed!!
The Service Group handles the Sunday Coffee/Fellowship
Hour for the entire month of Sundays.

Pastor Deanna
507-346-2830
507-765-9856
revdeannaw@gmail.com

Faith UMC Service Group
JANUARY

*Jake & Peggy Merkel
*Norma Merkel
Parish Office Info
Bryan & Jody Hagan
9:30-4:15 Tuesday through Friday Roberta Heckerson
507-346-2830
Darla Lecy
faithunited@centurytel.net
Phil & Cyndy Sheldon
www.faithsv.net
Iola Thompson
Brad & Jennifer Vreeman
Did you know we’re on Facebook?
You can find Cherry Grove UMC at:
https://www.facebook.com/
cherrygrovechurch/
You can find Faith UMC at:
https://www.facebook.com/FaithUnited-Methodist-Church229920383757905/
YouTube Too!!
Just search for- Maple Leaf Parish
UMC– Minnesota

Faith Online Giving
Instructions

1. Visit the church website at
http://faithsv.net/home/donations/
2. Click on the GIVE NOW button,
3. Click on the Create Profile
Follow the onscreen instructions to
create an online profile and to
schedule your contributions.

657-2392
346-2569
346-7253
346-2242
951-9880
346-2860
346-7518
705-440-8735

Cherry Grove UMC Service Group
JANUARY-MARCH
Chairpersons: Corey & Holly Sanford
507-273-7172 (H) 507-937-3645 (Cell)
Jeff & Natalie Atwood
Gloria Blakeslee
Deb Curry
Chuck Forland
Marlo & Janice Mensink
Gene & Beth Mulhern
Jerry & Pixie Nielson

Deadlines
Newsletter: The newsletter deadline is the 21st of every month at 4:00 pm.
Bulletin: Please submit announcements for the Sunday bulletin by noon on Thursday. Occasionally these
deadlines may need to be adjusted. Please submit your articles as soon as possible. Thank you for understanding .
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A few photos from Faith’s
Sunday School Christmas Program
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A few photos from the
Cherry Grove
Sunday School Christmas Program
Photo Credit: Brooke Carr
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Here are some photos
of Cherry Grove volunteers
putting together the fun
recipe baskets for the
Spring Valley and Preston
food shelves

5

Preston Church
decorated for Christmas

Fountain Church
decorated for
Christmas
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THANK YOU
We are so very grateful for the kind expressions
of love and friendship over the Christmas season…thank you so much! It is a privilege to
share in ministry with four wonderful churches
in the Fillmore County area. We are thankful for
the faith, mission and ministry we share together. We wish everyone a very happy and blessed
New Year of 2022!
Your friends,
Pastors Mark and Deanna Woodward

Mitten Tree Report
Many thanks to all of the generous people
from our parish who brought apparel and other gifts for the Cherry Grove, Faith, Preston
and Fountain Church mitten trees! Items are
being boxed up and delivered to the Kingsland, Fillmore Central and Lanesboro schools
for students and family members in need of
warm winter clothing. Praise God and pat
yourselves on the back for the many clothing
articles given, from infant to adult sizes:
Hats– 75
Coats– 9
Scarves– 11
Sweaters– 4
Ear Muffs– 2
Socks– 31 Pairs
Blankets & Quilts– 7
Other Shirts & Pants– 9
Shoes & Boots– 12 Pairs
Mittens & Gloves– 63 Pairs
Headbands & Scrunchies– 4
Sweatshirts & Sweatpants– 4
New Underwear– 17
Books & Toys– 11
Belt– 1
Thanks and Thanks Again!!!!!

Faith
Sunday
Schoolers
ringing
bells for
the
Salvation
Army at
Sunshine
Foods

THANK YOU
Thank you to all who gave to the Poinsettia garden at Faith Church. It brightens up the church
for the holidays!
-Norma Merkel
THANK YOU
The Maple Leaf Parish expresses appreciation to
the Lanesboro United Methodist Church for giving various items to be used in the four Maple
Leaf Parish Churches upon the closing of the
Lanesboro Church. It is very thoughtful and kind
of the Lanesboro Church to give items to benefit
the ministry of Spring Valley, Cherry Grove,
Fountain and Preston Churches. It is very much
appreciated.
Thank you…
From the Maple Leaf Parish
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ATTENTION CHERRY GROVE AND FOUNTAIN
-Cherry Grove will be holding Church Conference on Monday, January 10th at 7 p.m. along
with the regular Council Meeting.
-Fountain will be holding Church Conference on
Wednesday, January 12th at 6:30 p.m. along
with the regular Council Meeting.
All are welcome and urged to come.

ALL OF OUR BOYS AND GIRLS AND YOUTH…
This is just a quick note of affirmation of
you! Just want you all to know how much you
are appreciated and loved in our churches. We
are looking forward to some new opportunities
in the New Year of 2022!
Please know that all four of our churches care
about you and look forward to being in ministry
with you!

God is calling the churches of the Maple Leaf Parish to do great things in 2022! We need everyone
to step up to the plate and be involved! Yes! With FAITH, COMMITMENT and LOVE we can do great
things for the glory of God!

“We need you in 2022”
The Living Nativity scene held at
Faith Church on December 11th.
A huge THANK YOU to all of those who put in
their time and effort to help with this!

Rural Concerns Task Force
sponsors Christmas in
Fillmore County. Faith
Church was a drop-off and
pick-up site for this
program.
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THE HISTORIC LENORA CHURCH
Is closed now for the winter season, but it will reopen in May, 2022. Would you like to be a part of
the team that guides the ministry at Lenora?
Please let Pastor Mark know as some planning
meetings will take place early in 2022.

Join us on
January 2nd
at 6 p.m.
In Cherry Grove

There will be a Bloodmobile at the Spring Valley
Community Center on January 17th. Noon-6

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO RESUME
IN THE NEW YEAR
Spring Valley: Faith Church-Resumes January 9th
Cherry Grove Church– Resumes January 9th
Preston Church LIFT– Resumes January 5th

A Cancer Telethon Breakfast
is being held January 16th from 8 -12:30
at the Spring Valley VFW.
$10 All you can eat.

We are hoping that boys and girls and youth in
our communities will be involved as we come together in the New Year of 2022 to learn more
about God and God’s redeeming love in Jesus
Christ and to learn and grow as Christians.

Severe storms and tornadoes rip through our area on December 15, 2021
The weather was definitely unsettled on December 15, 2021 with temperatures in the mid
60’s. One could tell that something was brewing and weather people said to be on guard and to be
ready for high winds and possible tornadoes. Sure enough, the storms began to form and raced
through Southeast Minnesota and Northeast Iowa in the early evening. (The Spring Valley: Faith
Church building was made available if needed for an emergency staging area, thankfully that was
not needed.)
About 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. lights in the Fillmore / Mower County area began to flicker and go
off….extreme winds pummeled the area well into the night and throughout much of the next day.
In various places tornadoes brought significant damage and loss of property. Currently, we are not
aware of any injuries as the result of the storms. Many sheds, barns, out buildings, bins, shingles,
trees and houses were damaged or lost. In particular, we are aware of the major damage done at
the home of Don Zimmerman just South of Racine. Significant damage is evident at their farm.
Many trees were snapped off and uprooted in the Preston area and farm buildings and cars destroyed.
In these days, let us be in prayer for one another and we will find ways to be supportive…. We are
9 Please pray for one another.
thankful the storms were no worse than they were.

Cherry Grove United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Meeting
November 8, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m.
Members Present: Pastor Deanna Woodward, Pastor Mark Woodward, Marlo Mensink, Janice Mensink, Corey Sanford, Steve Tammel, Luann Garrison, and Gene Kappers
-The November Administrative Council Meeting was called to order, followed by an opening prayer by Pastor Mark.
-The minutes from the September 13, 2020, meeting were reviewed and approved as read. Marlo Mensink
made a motion to approve and Gene Kappers seconded it.
-Financial Report: The second half of apportionments have been paid. The general church account
funds were reviewed.
-The harvest offering letter was sent out on October 1st.
-Discussion was held regarding moving monies to the building and improvement fund, as it is getting low. -Discussion was tabled until next month.
-Janice Mensink made a motion to approve the treasurers report and it was seconded by Corey Sanford.
-Trustees Report:
-Sod has been put down and is paid for.
-A motion was made to purchase Cowboy Church shirts for Gary Froiland and Tom Ewing. Motion approved.
-Discussion was held regarding purchasing new shirts for the cowboy musicians.
-Lanesboro Church has offered steel folding chairs and 6 foot white tables if we would like to get some. The
Trustees will discuss this and handle getting them if that is what is decided. Their last church service is November 14th. Blessings to the Congregation.
-November 28 after church, we will be decorating the Cherry Grove church for Christmas.
-Charge conference for Cherry Grove will be January 10, 2022 on Ad Council Meeting night.
-Pastors Report:
-Upcoming Events: January 10, 2022 – Charge Conference will be held during the Ad Council Meeting.
-A motion was made by Marlo Mensink to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Steve Tammel.
-Closing prayer by Pastor Mark.

Cherry Grove UMW
December 14, 2020
Five members attended the meeting on Tuesday, December 14th at 2 p.m. Those present were Peggy Brusse, Luann Garrison, Linda Kappers, Pixie Nielsen, and Pastor Deanna Woodward.
Pixie opened the meeting by leading us in reading “The Purpose of United Methodist Women.” In
the absence of Gloria Blakeslee, Linda read the minutes of our October 12th meeting. Linda made a correction to state, “Linda led an inspiring World Thank Offering Service” instead of “talk of world vision.” The
minutes were approved as corrected. Linda gave the Treasurer’s Report and a motion was made by Peggy
to accept the report and Luann seconded the motion. A discussion followed about giving $150 to the tornado relief fund. It was decided to wait until Pastor Deanna has more information. Linda read a Christmas
card from our World Vision child that we sponsor, Mathaola Konka.
Old Business: Our November 4th visit to the Ostrander Care Center was cancelled due to Covid-19.
Several reported on delivering Holiday Plates on November 30th. Pastor Deanna presented Cole Forland a
Bible during a Sunday Worship Service.
New Business: It was decided to make plans for 2022 at our next meeting on February 8th. Luann
suggested putting on a Christmas skit next year and she will find material. Pixie adjourned the meeting and
Luann led us in each reading a part of the Christmas Story.
We enjoyed a time of fellowship with coffee and Christmas goodies that each person brought.
Respectfully Submitted,
Linda Kappers
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Faith United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Minutes
December 9th, 2021 6:30 p.m.
Members Present: Pastors Deanna and Mark Woodward, Gene Halverson, Carol Sanford, Tammy Schoppers,
Jan Hammon, Nancy and Denny Cornell, Barb Paul and Megan Dahl.
Finance Committee: We have paid 52% of the apportionments for this year. There is a committee being formed
to help with kitchen updates.
Church Council: Pastor Deanna led with a prayer. The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. Denny made
a motion to approve and Carol seconded. Motion passed.
Trustees Committee: An estimate was given for the handicap switch on the front of the building. It is cheaper
to replace the current air powered switch with an electric switch. The topic was tabled until more information could be gathered. Kingsley Mercantile is to come and look at the garbage disposal. Waiting on an
estimate.
Membership Committee: Total Membership 249.
Pastors Report: Rev. Mark: The living nativity will be on Saturday, December 11th. Pastor Mark is hopeful that
the weather will cooperate. There will be live animals. The Sunday School Christmas program is Sunday, December 19th and is being planned. Some parts of the living nativity will be included in the program. Monday,
December 13th some of the Sunday School students will ring bells for the Salvation Army at Sunshine Foods.
Sunday, December 12th will include the bell choir and also Matt and Brenda Stier will be singing at the worship service. Pastor Mark is hopeful that we can pay this years apportionments in full. The parish wide mens
breakfast is going well. It averages 8-9 guys every Tuesday morning and they are a happy bunch. Pastor Mark
spoke of the youth group in the upcoming year. He hopes that there will be more involvement from the
youth.
Rev. Deanna: December 14th, Faith church is the pick up site for Christmas in Fillmore County. The Christmas
Eve service will be held at 5 p.m. Christmas day we are the location for the community Christmas dinner for
Spring Valley. This starts at noon. The office will be closed on December 23 rd and 24th. There will be no Sunday school on December 26th and also January 2nd.
New Business: Pastor Mark asks for prayers for Deanna Capelle’s nephew
The meeting ended at 7:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Secretary,
Megan Dahl

Faith UMW
Faith UMW met on December 8th
at 11 a.m. for our last meeting of the year
with a pot luck lunch open to the church.
Twelve guests attended feasting on a delicious lunch. A good time was had by all.
There will be no meeting in January.
-Submitted by Norma Merkel
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Preston Church Council Meeting Minutes – December 14, 2021
Present: Pastor Mark Woodward, Pastor Deanna Woodward, Jenny Dornink, Greg Dornink Marlene Peterson, Dan Miller, John Goutcher, Kristi Anderson.
Greg called the meeting to order on December 14, 2021 at 7:00 pm. Opening devotion and prayer
was led by Pastor Mark.
Jenny moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by Marlene. Motion passed.
Pastor Mark moved to approve the Secretary’s Report. Seconded by Dan. Motion passed.
In the Treasurer’s Report, Kristi reported income for November was about $900 over expenses. Remaining balance due on apportionments is $7981. A 12-month CD has renewed in November at First Southeast Bank in Harmony.
From the Finance Committee, Dan reported attendance in November was an average of 24 people
per Sunday. There were about 60 people from all the churches at the Thanksgiving Service on November
21, and a donation of $227 was collected for the Preston Food Shelf.
From the Trustees Committee, Pastor Mark reported the bushes on the west side by the entry have
been trimmed back. The east and west soffits and the apex are in need of painting. Preliminary information
on the parking lot from the company in town for the city street paving was an estimate of $52,000. This
would include grinding down a couple inches and putting a new layer of black top. This is just the first estimate. There are additional options and questions that are being looked into. Wayne Frank replaced a ballast in the nursery. He also repaired the timer on the light in the sanctuary and fixed some other lights.
From the Worship Committee, the PUMC Christmas Eve Service will be at 7pm.
From the Missions Committee, the Red Cross Bloodmobile was cancelled for December. The Mitten
Tree is up in the narthex for donations of cold weather wear items. The Breakfast with Santa event was
very well received and had good attendance in the Fellowship Hall on December 4.
From Staff/Parish Relations Committee, Marlene reported the annual forms are filled out and submitted as needed.
From Lay Leadership and Membership Committee, Pastor Mark reported Wayne Marzolf will be
transferring his membership to PUMC.
From the Education Committee, Pastor Deanna reported LIFT will be starting again the first Wednesday in January. Planning is progressing.
The UMW is meeting on December 15 to do cookie plates for shut-ins and do Christmas cards.
In Business, there was discussion about sending in the remaining balance of apportionments. Jenny
moved to approve the payment of the remaining balance of apportionments. Seconded by Pastor Mark.
Motion passed.
During the Pastor’s Report, Pastor Mark shared the letter that he and Pastor Deanna are sending to
church members.
Jenny moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Marlene. Meeting adjourned at 8:14pm.
Respectfully submitted, Jenny Dornink, PUMC Council Secretary

A couple
of funnies
from
Pastor
Mark
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9 Faith Worship
10 CG Worship
11 Preston Worship

8:30 Fountain Worship

23

VFW Breakfast Sp.
Valley VFW 8-12:30

8:30 Fountain Worship
9 Faith Worship
10 CG Worship
11 Preston Worship
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8:30 Fountain Worship
9 Faith Worship
10 CG Worship
11 Preston Worship
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9 Faith Worship
10 CG Worship
11 Preston Worship
6pm Cowboy Church
Communion

8:30 Fountain Worship

Faith Bells– 6

Mon

31

Faith Bells– 6

Faith Bells– 6

Faith Trustees
Committee– 6:30

LIFT in Preston–
3:15

12

6:30

Faith Worship Comm.
– 5:30

5

Wed

25

18

LIFT in Preston–
3:15

26

LIFT in Preston–
3:15

19

LIFT in Preston–
3:15
Fountain Council/
Preston Council– 7 Church Conference–
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4

Tue

School will be held at
9:30 on Sundays.
Faith in person Sunday School
is at 10.

Newsletter Deadline

21

14

7

Fri

27 Cherry Grove in person
28 Sunday

20

Faith SPRC-6
Faith Finance-6:30
Faith Council-7

13

6

Thu

Masks are optional. All events are subject to change in light of Coronavirus information.

24

17

Faith Bells– 6
CG Council
and Church
Conference—7

10

2 No Sunday School 3

Sun
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Address Service Requested

Cherry Grove United Methodist Church
18183 160th Street - Spring Valley, MN 55975

Faith United Methodist Church
617 Maple Lane - Spring Valley, MN 55975

Fountain United Methodist Church
Cedar Street & County Road 8, PO Box 46- Fountain, MN 55935

Preston United Methodist Church
212 St. Anthony Street, PO Box 247- Preston, MN 55965
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