An Easter Message from Mark

N Ma le Let; HaniSk

Recently | stood on the front porch of my me on the Ponderosd. It was a quiet morning with a
gentle breeze blowing making the wind chlmes ring. | looked off to the East to see this brilliant
sunrise coming over the trees in the valley. It was glorious. | quickly grabbed my phone to be able
to take this picture. The sun was rising above the clouds, shining rays of golden light across the
sky... | just stood there for a while watching and letting the glory of the morning soak into me and
to fill my being with wonder, hope and a real sense of joy. It was a holy moment, a moment that |
will cherish for a long time.

| got to thinking about Easter -- not from the point of view of everything | needed to do, but from
the point of view from God's awesome presence and love in my life. As the sun crept higher above
the clouds and tree tops, | got to thinking about how those early disciples must have felt when
they experienced for the very first time the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. How amazed and
filled with awe they must have been when they spoke with him and saw his very presence -- the
wounds in his side, the nail piercings in his hands and feet -- and when they walked with him on
the Road to Emmaus. HE WAS A LIVE!!! HE WASN'T DEAD ANYMORE!!!

| stood there on the front porch just enjoying the holy beauty of the new day. The sun was

rising above the clouds, above the trees and bringing golden light all around me. It truly was a holy
moment for me as | got ready to begin the day.

As we come to celebrate Easter, | hope we all can take time and enjoy a holy moment of God
moving in our lives regardless of our journey, regardless of our hurts, pains and losses -- regardless
of the clouds that sometimes block the sun -- may we take time to rejoice in the goodness of God
giving thanks for God's unending love in our Savior Jesus who is not dead, who is very much

alive today and always. And because Jesus is alive, we too, can be alive as we open our hearts to
walk with Jesus through all of our life's journey.

So...as we come to Easter this year, let's pause and consider that question we've been wrestling
with during Lent, "Are We Able?" Are we able to follow Jesus? Are we able to open our hearts to
him? Are we able to accept him as Savior and Lord of our lives?

As | stood there on that sun-filled morning, | gave myself again to Jesus! He is my Lord and

Savior !l Am | able to follow him? I'm sure gonna try! Jesus is very much alive!!! "He ain't dead
any more!!!"  Praise be to God!

= | hope you have a joyful, holy and blessed Easter
| with your family and friends and may we always
** know and never forget just how much Jesus

a loves you and me! It is a blessed privilege to be
B o your pastor and to share in ministry with you!

Your friend,
Mark Woodward
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-Contact Information-

Pastor Mark

& 507-346-2830
O 507-271-6761

-Service Groups-

The Service Group handles the Sunday Coffee/Fellowship
Hour for the entire month of Sundays.

mark.woodward.ponderosa@gmail.com

Faith UMC Service Group

APRIL
507-346-2044
507-421-8380
507-346-2845
507-273-3641
507-346-2061
507-259-6957
507-272-6824
507-273-1527
507-346-2607
507-272-6827

Parish Office Info
Q 9:30-4:15 Tuesday through Friday
507-346-2830

*Denis & Nancy Cornell
Harry & Elaine Boland
Lesa Brusse

Theo & Mary Ellen Derby
Paul & Rosalie Hagan
Dennis & Gwen Howard
Linda Lecy

Dave & Tammy Schoppers
Joanne Shorter

Linda Lecy

faithunited@centurytel.net
www.faithsv.net

The more you know...
Did you know we’re on Facebook?
You can find Cherry Grove UMC at:
https://www.facebook.com/
cherrygrovechurch/

Cherry Grove UMC Service Group
JANUARY-APRIL
Chairpersons — Corey & Holly Sanford 507-273-7172

You can find Faith UMC at:
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-
United-Methodist-Church-
229920383757905/
YouTube Too!!
Just search for- Maple Leaf Parish
UMC— Minnesota
Faith Online Giving

Instructions
1. Visit the church website at

Co-Chair Ryan & Angela Forland

Janice Mensink

Jeff & Natalie Atwood

Deb Curry
Chuck Forland
Beth Mulhern
Pixie Nielson
John Kappers

507-937-3645
507-272-7698
507-346-1771/
507-259-3533
507-951-9501
507-259-3871
507-696-2231
507-346-7511
507-937-3392
507-251-6852

507-251-2822
507-421-0867
507-251-6515
507-251-5756
507-259-8833
612-208-4159

Joan Bessingpas

Justin & Shelby Antoff
Todd & Dicia Kappers
Shawn & Megan Merkel
Carol Sanford

Derek Mensink

http://faithsv.net/home/donations/
2. Click on the GIVE NOW button,
3. Click on the Create Profile

Follow the onscreen instructions to
create an online profile and to
schedule your contributions.

Deadlines

Newsletter: The newsletter deadline is the 21st of every month at 4:00 pm.

Bulletin: Please submit announcements for the Sunday bulletin by noon on Thursday. Occasionally these deadlines
may need to be adjusted. Please submit your articles as soon as possible. Thank you for understanding.
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http://faithsv.net/home/donations/

Joinus on
April Sth
at 6 p.m. in Cherry Grove

SERVICES BEGIN MAY 17th AT THE
HISTORIC LENORA CHURCH WOULD YOU
LIKE TO BE A PART OF THE LENORA TEAM?

Please let Pastor Mark know. The Lenora
Church was completed in 1865 and is cared
for by the Lenora Pioneer church
Society. The Lenora United Methodist
Church is the first church building in
Fillmore County and is cared for today

dedicated to the glory of God in Jesus Christ.

United
A, . Women
| in Faith

’.

United Women in Faith
Spring Gathering
Saturday, April 18

Northfield UMC
8:45-2:30
Cost $20

Theme: Come together to learn more about food
insecurity, climate change, and sharing fundraising
ideas for UW Faith missions.

Speakers: Annissa Zynda of Second Harvest Heart-
land, Nicole Weydt on Becoming a Deaconess and a
panel of 5 unit members to share fundraising ideas.
Please bring Emma Norton supplies and hygiene
products for kits; bar soaps- 3-40z.; shampoos 12-
190z.; deodorants 2-30z (stick, roll on, or pump),
lotions 8-100z., gallon resealable plastic bags.
Registration deadline: Monday, April 14th
See Nancy Cornell or Norma Merkel if you would
like to attend.

Mission Lunch Bunch

Mission Lunch Bunch is gearing up with our first
2026 trip in mid to late April. We plan to tour
Restoring Waters, the newest edition to the Emma
Norton Services in St. Paul.

Restoring Waters is a supportive housing develop-
ment, that opened in 2024, providing 60 private
apartments for formerly homeless individuals and
small families, particularly women and female-led
households, who have experienced trauma and
mental health challenges or addictions.

Mission Lunch Bunch is open to all of Maple Leaf
Parish. We will carpool and stop for lunch. If you
are interested or have questions contact Nancy
Cornell or Shirley Goutcher.




Codfish and Meatball Dinner
Friday April 10
4:30p - 7p
Preston United Methodist Church
Drive thru only

A delicious yearly tradition!!

s 4’3
o

Preston United Methodist
Church
Drive-Thru
Codfish & Meatball Supper
Friday, April 10, 2026
4:30-7:00pm
(Or until the food is gonel)

Menu
Codfish with drawn butter
Meatballs in gravy
Mashed potatoes
Coleslaw
Steamed green peas
Dinner rolls and Cake

Tickets: $20.00
Tickets will be sold at the

door only
** Please follow signs for drive-

thru route.™*
PUMC, 212 St. Anthony St., Preston,
MN 55965
Office 507-346-2830

A INVITATION AND A REMINDER
CELEBRATION OF EASTER ON APRIL 5TH
JESUS IS ALIVE!!

CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION OF

JESUS....

Fountain Church- at 8:30a.m.

Cherry Grove Church- at 10:00 a.m.

No Sunday School

Preston Church-at 11:00a.m.

Spring Valley: Faith Church- 6:45 a.m. Sunrise

service at the cross in the East yard.

Cinamon rolls served after the sunrise service.

9:00 a.m. Festival of the Resurrection.

Sunday School children performing skit, “Empty

Tomb”
Easter egg hunt after church “

No Sunday School

Happy Easter Everyonel!!!!

Faith UMC
Easter Sunday
April 5th @ 10 A.M.
Following Service
Rain, Shine, or Snow
Our Faith UMC
children and friends are
invited to join us for an
Easter Egg Hunt!
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Here is a photo of the choir (exc Nikki
Shorter as she was at a Women's Retreat).

Kathy Casady started the Faith UMC Handbell choir in 1999.

*There was a period of time they did not play due to COVID March 2020/October 2021(?)
Due to scheduling conflicts this year, they had to end their season early on March 8th .




Food for Kidz

Stewartville Civic Center
Saturday April 11, 2026
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Families, Individuals, Sunday School
Classes, Choir, Etc.:

All are invited to sign up for a two hour
shift to package food for starving children
and their families.

No Experience necessary, just willing
hearts and hands.

It is not too late to sign up to help pack-
age food. Or just show up, if you decide
that you can help at the last minute. Let's
help meet this year's goal of 140,000
meals.

Contact Denny or Nancy Cornell with any
qguestions. 507-346-2044

NEW BANNERS INSTALLED IN THE FOUNTAIN
CHURCH SANCTUARY

These new banners hang in the sanctuary of the
Fountain United Methodist Church and they are
truly inspiring and beautiful.
These banners give an uplifting presence in the
Fountain Church sanctuary dedicated to the glory of
God in Jesus Christ!

WE KITOW

FOR_| KITOW
HE
Prams
HAVE

FOR YOU,
DECLARES

LOrRD

REMIA

)

THE BUTTERFLY IS A CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
FOR THE RESURRECTION OF OUR SAVIOR
JESUS.

MAY WE HAVE A JOYFUL, LOVE-FILLED
AND BLESSED EASTER AS WE CELEBRATE
JESUS BEING ALIVE!

PRAISE BE TO GOD!

LIFT.
Living in Faith
Together

PRESTON CHURCH LIFT
MINISTRY BEGINS IN
APRIL....

"LIVING IN FAITH
TOGETHER" an after
school ministry for boys
and girls begins April 15th for the

next session. Please speak with Nancy Dahly if
know of children who would like to be involved.
This is a creative and innovative ministry for boys
and girls in the community. Volunteer helpers are
also always welcome and needed.
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Our Mission
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,

Our Vision
= Grow in Love of God and Neighbor
ach New e
Minnesota o
Heal a Broken
Annu_al confe_rence Expression of Our Vision as Lived Out Values
of the United Methodist Church Rootad in Jesus

Groundead In Wesleyan Theology
Inclusive of All Persons
Engaged in the Work of Justice and Recondiliation

March 17, 2026
Dear Pastor and Maple Leaf Parish Congregations:

Thank you for paying 100 percent apportionments in 2025! Your congregations are one of the 48
churches in the River Bluffs District paying 100% of their apportionments. This totals 83% of what
was apportioned, an increase over last year. Apportionment giving connects us as United Method-
ists, working together to share the love of Jesus Christ with our communities.

As United Methodists we are called to love boldly, and these apportionment gifts are visible signs
of the ways our churches are doing that. In this challenging season in Minnesota, | continue to be
amazed at the beautiful ways our United Methodist Churches are meeting the moment by caring
for their neighbors as they share the love of Christ. Our congregations are places of hope and
grace in an often-divided culture. Your apportionments support the structure of our connectional
system so that we can work together to offer the love of Christ in tangible ways.

Your congregation joins many others in the River Bluffs District in paying apportionments in full.
Thank you for your steadfast faithfulness to our common ministry.

May God continue to work through your church as you bless the world around you.
In Christ,

Rev. Michelle Hargrave



Clothing Drive and Giveaway

Kingsland National Honor Society is holding their

yearly clothing drive April 6-10" this year. Faith UMC

will be a drop off location for the community to do-

nate clothes. Gently used clothing can be dropped off
( Al — the week of April 6-10™. Clothes only.

No dirty or torn clothlng PeopIe can bring donations directly to SV Community Center on April 10"

after 1:30 p.m.

The clothing drive will be held at the SV Community Center from 8 am - 12pm on Saturday, April

C]o”r\mg DVI\/

------------

1™, Shop for free.

Friday, May 8 and Saturday, May 9
Spring Valley Faith Church is having a rummage sale

This was a very successful and fun project last May. Plan to donate, setup, sort, browse, eat, buy,
and/or clean up. There is a place for you to help out. You choose. Proceeds will go to the mission
and ministry of Faith United Methodist Church.

Needed: i

+ People to help coordinate with United Women in Faith A

+ To be held in conjunction with the Spring Valley City wide garage ‘ g o’
4

sales 4 - ! hur o

+ Drop off to begin the week of April 13th in the marked Sunday
School room

+ Items to sell: most anything except computers, TVs or other

+ electronics

+ If possible please price your items. We may need to re-price items unless marked "firm".

+ Unsold items will be available for purchase on Sunday, May18th, before and after the service.
If you want your unsold items back, PLEASE reclaim them after the church service.

+ A winning, positive spirit as we do this project to the glory of God!

We Need: You to be involved...
More information in upcoming bulletins and the May Newsletter.
This could be a lot of fun!!!!
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FAITH CHURCH UPGRADES
SANCTUARY LIGHTING...GOES TO LED
LIGHT BULBS

In a recent project, the Faith Church
Board of Trustees hired the McConnell

| Electric Company to upgrade the sanc-
| tuary lighting to more energy efficient

LED light bulbs. It is estimated that
this will save a considerable amount

| of energy and will also provide for a
I3 brighter and better illuminated sanc-

tuary area. Previously, the sanctuary
was lit by “CFL curly cue” light bulbs

S and several were beginning to wear
3 out. The church will be receiving an
| energy rebate through the Spring

| Valley Utility Company in the near
| future. All together this project was

quite illuminating for everyone

involved and did not come as a shock..




In Memory of Eric Howard, Stained Glass Window Restored

Recently, the historic stained glass window on the East end of the Spring Valley Faith Church
Fellowship Hall has been beautifully restored using money in memory of Eric Howard. The window
is from the Spring Valley Congregational Church building. The Congregational Church previously
stood where the current Spring Valley Library stands today. In the late 1960s the Methodist
Church, Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Spring Valley Congregational Church united
to form our current church family.

Thankfully, the beautiful stained glass window was saved and transplanted to the new church in
the early 1970s.

With new electric lighting and wiring the window now radiates with color and is truly glorious.
Under the leadership of Mr. Tom Ramaker and the Faith Church Board of Trustees this window
now shines brightly once again. In addition to Tom Ramaker, it was inspiring and meaningful to
have Eric’s sons Lucas, Seth and Cody involved in the project. Lucas, Seth and Cody were joined
with excellent guidance from Eric’s Dad, Terry Howard with support from Tyler Brown and Scott
McConnell. The historic stained glass window featuring Jesus as the Good Shepherd shines
brightly once again.

Praise Be To God!

(Restored and reinstalled in February-March of 2026.)
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Grayson Winkels Presents Pastor Mark with a Cool Drawing During

Lenten Service

Thank you to Grayson for this inspiring drawing of the cross.
ey . S Preston United Methodist Church is happy and blessed to

2 welcome the Winkels family into the church family!
~ Jonathon and Lori Winkels and their sons Grayson and Owen. Itisa

- Joy to welcome you into the mission and ministry we share together

) : as disciples of Jesus Christ.
— —

: “ 4
| P.S. Pastor Mark loves it when children, youth and adults draw
~ pictures of things that relate to our mission and ministry. As space

allows, we’ll print them in the newsletter.....

CHERRY GROVE CHURCH INSTALLED NEW LED LIGHTS

Recently new LED light bulbs have been installed in the fellowship hall

area hallways of the Cherry Grove Church. Thank you to everyone who
helped make this energy saving project possible! Many hands make "light"
work....

!
Have you noticed the fellowship hall is brighter and better illuminated? —f
‘4~ A

W Yy oo S
l, ~ 3/ You can’t control everything,

Sometimes you just need to
relax and have faith that God
will lead you in the right
direction,




Preston
Administrative Council
March 10, 2026 @ 7:00 p.m.
Present: Pastor Mark Woodward, Jenny Dornink, Marlene Peterson, Deb Knoepke, Steve Knoepke, Dan
Miller, Nancy Dahly, Cherrie Brink, Sue Hovey, John Goutcher.
Pastor Mark called the meeting to order on March 10, 2026 at 7:00 pm. Opening devotion and prayer was
led by Pastor Mark.
Jenny moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by Marlene. Motion passed.
Steve moved to approve the Secretary’s Report. Seconded by Sue. Motion passed.
In the Treasurer’s Report prepared by Kristi Anderson, February expenses remained routine, with the
exception of the winter gas expense. March gas expense is less than February, hopefully this will continue
to decrease with the coming of warmer weather. February expenses were more than income. Cherrie
moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Seconded by Jenny. Motion passed. 15% of the
budget had been spent at the end of February
From the Finance Committee, Dan reported the average weekly offering for February was below the need-
ed amount to meet budgeted expenses. Average February attendance was 18. Apportionment received
to-date was $860.
From the Trustees Committee, the upstairs men’s toilet has been fixed. The lever would stick when it was
used and keep running water. Deb is interested in cleaning the church. The job duties from the previous
hourly church custodian were presented and discussed. Cherrie moved to empower the SPRC, Trustees,
and Kristi Anderson as Treasurer to come with a proposal for wages, tax planning, etc and bring back a
solution to the April meeting. Seconded by Marlene. Motion passed.
From the Worship Committee, Pastor Mark reported feedback from the Lenten Services has been positive.
The Wednesday Soup Suppers have had attendance of 35-40 people, and all 4 churches have been repre-
sented at the Lenten Services.
Paul and Suz Eberle and Brad Boice have been experimenting with the old speakers and newer speakers to
figure out a balance that works. Sue mentioned there are Memorial Funds to purchase new speakers if
they find ones that will work.
From the Missions Committee, Pastor Mark moved to donate $500 from the Good Samaritan Fund to the
Preston Food Shelf for MN Food Share Month. Seconded by Dan. Motion passed.
No further report from Staff/Parish Relations Committee.
From the Evangelism & Outreach Committee, Marlene extended appreciation to John & Shirley Goutcher
for providing the sandwiches, grapes, cookies, and water for lunch prior to the David movie event in
February, which was well-attended.
From the Education Committee, Pastor Mark reported LIFT will be starting again in April and the com-
mittee will be meeting soon for planning.
In Business, Cherrie presented the upcoming insurance renewal proposal with a couple options to raise the
deductible and lower the monthly cost. However, the amount the monthly expense would decrease were
very minimal when compared to how much the deductible would increase. Jenny moved to renew the
insurance policy as it is and maintain the current deductible. Seconded by Dan. Motion passed.
Jenny reported Codfish planning is progressing nicely. The fish is ordered, along with other food stuffs and
supplies. Tickets will be $20.
During the Pastor’s Report, Pastor Mark did not have anything additional to add.
Jenny moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Marlene. Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Dornink, PUMC Council Secretary



Faith United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Minutes
March 19, 2026

Present: Gail Rollie, Diane Howard, Norma Merkel, Denis Cornell, Mark Woodward and Jane Baker
Diane called the meeting to order. Mark opened with prayer.

Norma made a motion to accept the treasurer report, seconded by Denis.

Finance-Jane gave finance report.

Women of Faith-Norma reported their meeting was held on March 11™. Joanie Betsinger spoke
about her recent mission trip to Mexico. It was very interesting and 14 people attended from
around the area. Church wide rummage sale will be held on May 8" and 9™. There is a United
Women in Faith River Bluffs Spring gathering in Northfield the theme: Come together to learn
more about food insecurity, climate change, and sharing fundraising ideas for UW Faith missions.
Missions- Denis report that the Mission Lunch Bunch plan to tour Restoring Waters, the newest
edition to the Emma Norton Services in St. Paul.

Membership-Claire Rowen’s membership restoration has been recorded. Total membership is 244
Trustee-Mark reported all lights in sanctuary have been replaced with LED lights. The stained-glass
window in the Fellowship Hall also has new LED lights in memory of Eric Howard. Thanks to Tom
Ramaker, Scott McConnell, Tyler Brown, Lucas, Seth, Cody and Terry Howard for working on this
project. Don Lanning is researching options for new front doors of the church. We received a
letter from the Spring Valley Planning and Zoning Board regarding a proposed variance on East Tra-
cy Rd. for the Kingsland Schools Solar Project.

Pastor report- Pastor Mark thanked the Howard family for assisting with the repair of stained-glass
window. Pastor Mark is considering beginning a youth ministry class for interested people begin-
ning early this summer. This would be for upper Middle School age children.

Sunday School-Diane reported that her and Pam continue to work with the Sunday School children.
Palm Sunday the Education Committee will be holding a breakfast following the worship service.
The children will be singing on Palm Sunday and on Easter Sunday performing a short skit, “The
Empty Tomb”.

New Business-Sunday, September 20" is the Fillmore County tractor ride. They will be traveling
through Spring Valley and have asked if the church can serve lunch to approximately 120 people.
Michelle Hargrave has been reassigned to the Prairie Winds district and will no longer be serving
the River Valley district. Rev. Gordon Deuel and Rev. Kirkland Reynolds will serve as half-time su-
perintendents for the River Bluffs district.

Easter Sunday there will be a sunrise service at 6:45 a.m., Gail Rollie will make cinnamon rolls to be
served in between services.

Denis and Gail report that Mediacom has been working great. In the past it was taking 48 hours to
upload the worship service, last week it took 14 minutes.

Gail made a motion to adjourn, Norma seconded.



Cherry Grove United Methodist Church
Charge Conference Meeting and Administrative Council Meeting
March 8, 2026 @ 11:00 a.m.

Members Present: Denny Brusse, Corey Sanford, Holly Sanford, Todd Kappers, Gene Kappers,
and other members of the church as the meeting was held following the church service.

The March Administrative Council Meeting was called to order by Denny Brusse.

There were no Meeting Minutes to review.

There was no Financial Report to review.

Trustees Report:

The lights in the basement have been replaced with updated, more energy efficient lighting.

The Sound System needs maintenance. Corey Sanford and Gene Kappers will contact Phil Dybing
and Cindy Seabright to coordinate a time for them both to be there to make sure it is working
properly.

Discussion was held regarding the wall at the bottom of the stairwell.

Parish Relations Committee:

Discussion was held regarding the 4" of July, the 250" celebration, & the church being 101 years
old. If you have an ideas on something special to do for these occasions, please contact one of
the Trustees, Lori Scheevel or Holly Sanford.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.

Faith United Women in Faith
March 11th, 2026

The United Women of Faith church held their meeting on March 11" for our UMW meeting with
14 members present. Our guest speaker was Joanie Betsinger who had gone to Mexico on a mis-
sion trip. There were nine ladies from the area churches that went and experienced the eye
opener. They all plan to go again.

Nancy opened the meeting after the Mexico presentation. Nancy made a motion to accept
minutes from previous meeting, Marilyn seconded. Motion carried. Danette made a motion to
accept treasurer report, seconded Nancy. Motion carried.

Nancy made a motion to give $100 to “Food for Kidz” on April 11™. Second by Danette. Motion
carried.

April is Prayer and Self-Denial month, the theme this year is The Future Is Now: Invest in Our
Children. Money collected will support vulnerable children.

Rummage Sale is coming up in May. More to come!

Jan to do the food for the next meeting in April. At 11:30 the meeting was closed by saying the
Lords prayer.

Norma and Nancy served the lunch.

Norma Merkel submitted
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